THE HOSPITAL.
May 6, 1905. require when the hospital was built in 1851. Notwithstanding the addition made to the hospital in 1884, the need for increased accommodation has beeu constantly felt, and it has been found impossible to provide for the ever-increasing numbers of poor people requiring treatment, many of whom have had, in consequence, to be turned away. In addition to the pressing necessity for enlargement came the need for improvement in the internal arrangements of the hospital. The Before the wards and theatres in the new wing can be used they must be furnished, and extensive alterations in the old hospital are indispensable in order to combine the old and the new into a complete modern hospital on the scale of 340 beds. This will, it is estimated, cost a further ?15,000.
It will thus be seen that to discharge existing encumbrances and to complete the work of enlargement and improvement a sum of ?60,000 is immediately required, while an increased income will be necessary to maintain the additional 60 beds which the new wing will accommodate.
Unless this ?60,000 is forthcoming there will be no alternative but to sell the investments of the hospital, representing the accumulated savings of half a century, and amounting only to ?46,000.
If this becomes necessary, the resulting loss of income will not only prevent the opening of the Clarence Memorial Wing, but will also compel the closing of some of the wards of the old hospital.
Thus the chief object of these 12 years of strenuous effort will be frustrated, the large sums which have been spent on the building of the new wards will be lying unproductive, the 60 beds, which would in the course of tthe year provide for the treatment of 1,400 sick poor, will be left empty, and the most important branch of the work of the hospital?the relief of in-patients?instead of being largely extended, will be actually curtailed.
The board of management feel confident that the public will not permit such a calamity to happen if the facts are brought to their notice, and they therefore make an earnest appeal for help.
Contributions may be sent to any]of the treasurers, or to the secretary, at the hospital, or to the London and County Bank,
